
- 2007 Free, Fair and Peaceful election -

• do not offer or accept bribes,
• care about PNG as a nation,
• listen to and care about the needs of everyone in their

electorate, not just the people who voted for them,
• obey the law and abide by the Leadership Code,
• support women, youth and other minority groups,
• don’t have a criminal record,
• get services for their electorate,
• visit their electorate regularly and consult with

members in all parts of the community so that
everyone’s views are heard.

How can 1 vote give me 3 choices?
Explaining the LPV system
The LPV system is designed to make the voting process
a lot more fair. In the past, the person with the most
votes (or X’s in their box) won the election. This meant
that a candidate could win with the support of only a
few people in the electorate. This simply was not fair.

The LPV system which we will be using in 2007 means
that you can choose 3 people who you think would do
a good job as a Member of Parliament, representing
you and your community. The person with the most votes
will win, but only once they have received more than
half of the votes of the whole electorate. Now that’s fair!

You will only vote once, but you will put 3 choices on
your ballot paper. This is the way it works:

• Vote 1 for the person you think is the very best
candidate and who you would like most to be
elected.

• Vote 2 for the person you think is the next best
candidate, who would do a good job if your
number 1 was not elected.

• Vote 3 for the person you think is the next best
candidate, who would do a good job if your
numbers 1 and 2 were not elected.

Remember: There is only one winner!

Things you should remember:

• More and more women are becoming interested in
running for the 2007 election. Consider giving at
least one of your preferences to a good, honest
female candidate.

• You do not have vote for your wantok or family
member if you do not believe that they are honest.
Remember, your decision will affect the lives of
everyone in your electorate for the next 5 years.
That’s a long time to pay for a poorly made decision!

• You MUST make 3 choices on your ballot paper or
vote will not be counted.

• All men and women over the age of 18 have the
right to vote.

• You can only go to the polling place in your
electorate and cast your vote once. If you vote more
than once you are being unfair to your fellow-
citizens and community members, as well as to
yourself. It is a basic right that every legal voter
(man or woman ages 18 or over) should have the
same voting power in choosing their leaders.
Clearly if they don’t the MPs will listen most to those
with the most voting power. It is also against the law
to vote more than once. 

• No one else can vote on your behalf. If someone
offers to cast your vote for you, say “No” and go to
the polling booth yourself. It is your right to cast
your own vote.
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