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Intending Candidates, Welcome To The 2022 
National Election.

........................................................
SIMON SINAI, ML
ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER

You are about to play an important role in the democratic process of Papua New Guinea. 
It is vital that this election is not only conducted fairly and safely, but is seen to be fair, 
safe, and open to all electors.

The purpose of this Candidate Nomination Information Toolkit is to assist intending candidates 
to understand and follow the process of lodging nominations. This Toolkit should not be used 
in isolation and should be read together with the electoral legal framework. Under Section 83 
of the Electoral Law, no person is qualified to be elected as a member of the National Parliament 
unless he or she has been duly nominated. To be validly nominated, Sections 50, 56, and 103 
of the Constitution and Section 44 of the National Elections Regulation prescribe the 
qualifications. Additional information on the nomination process is contained in the Organic 
Law on National and Local-level Government Elections.

Nomination is a critical part of the election process and intending candidates play an important
role in ensuring the process is carried out correctly and accurately.  You will need to ensure you
understand all procedures relating to nominations before the commencement of the nomination 
period. Any ambiguities should be clarified before this period as failure to fully comply with the
procedures in the nomination process could result in failure to nominate. 

PNGEC’s Returning Officers and Provincial Returning Officers will provide information and 
assistance on the acceptance of nominations.  

Finally, on behalf of the Papua New Guinea Electoral Commission I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for your participation in the democracy of PNG.
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The Papua New Guinea Electoral Commission

Our Vision  
To be a vibrant, leading, and credible Electoral Commission that has the ability to innovate 

and change to better deliver transparent, free, fair, safe, and inclusive elections.

Our Mission
To plan and conduct free, fair, transparent and democratic elections by providing quality electoral 

services in accordance with relevant laws and by providing greater voter education to enhance 

public and stakeholder participation and confidence in the electoral process.
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This toolkit is intended to provide information to intending candidates for the 
2022 National Election conducted by the Papua New Guinea Electoral Commission (PNGEC).
 
The toolkit outlines aspects of the law that directly relate to candidates. The toolkit is not a 
substitute for the law and should be read in conjunction with The Constitution of the Independent
State of Papua New Guinea 1975 (referenced throughout this Toolkit as 'the Constitution'), the 
Organic Law on National and Local-level Government Elections (referenced throughout this Toolkit
as ‘the Organic Law’), and the Electoral Law (National Elections) Regulation 2007 (referenced 
throughout this Toolkit as ‘National Elections Regulation’).

Intending candidates are reminded that while the PNGEC will provide information, it does not 
provide legal advice. Intending candidates must satisfy themselves as to their legal position 
including, where appropriate, by obtaining their own legal advice.

It is the responsibility of individual candidates to ensure that they comply with the law.
Eligible women, men, youth and persons with disabilities are encouraged to nominate as 
candidates in this election. 

Introduction



What are the Qualifications of Candidates to Nominate?
Under Section 83 of the Electoral Law, no person is qualified to be elected as a member of the
National Parliament unless he or she has been duly nominated. To be validly nominated, Sections 
50, 56, and 103 of the Constitution and Section 44 of the National Elections Regulation prescribe
the following qualifications:
 
They must:
1. Be a Citizen of Papua New Guinea, and
2. Be 25 years of age or older on the date of nomination, and
3. Have been -
    (a) Born in the electorate they wish to nominate for, or
    (b) Have lived in the electorate for which they wish to nominate for the last 2 years 
          immediately before their nomination, or
    (c) Have lived in the electorate for a total of 5 years at any time, and
4. Pay a nomination fee of K1,000, and
5. Have the right to vote or run as a candidate under the Constitution, and
6. Not have dual citizenship of another country, and
7. Not be of unsound mind, and
8. Not be insolvent, 
9. Not be under sentence of death or for imprisonment of more than nine months,
    unless an appeal is pending, and
10. Not have been convicted of an indictable offence after 25th June 2002, and
11. Not have been convicted under the Organic Law or under the Regulation where 
      the penalty imposed includes ineligibility to hold elective office, and
12. Not be disqualified for election to public office because of dismissal from office 
      under the leadership code in the last 3 years, and
13. Not have been convicted in the previous 3 years of a prescribed offence relating to
      elections. 

There is no requirement under the Organic Law for a nominating candidate to be of a 
particular fitness or have academic qualifications.
 
The person nominating must consent to act if elected and declare that they are qualified, and 
where this declaration has not been made on Form 23, it can be made in another way the Returning
Officer or Provincial Returning Officer considers satisfactory and must be made before the end of 
the nominations period. Failure to meet this requirement can result in the rejection of a nomination
by the Electoral Commissioner. 
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All nominating candidates must declare they are eligible against these qualifications on 
Form 23 - Nomination of Candidate for Election as Member of National Parliament, 
which is a legal instrument prescribed under the National Elections Regulation. Any false 
statements are subject to penalties under the law. Intending candidates who are unsure are
to seek their own legal advice.

Can Public Servants and Ward Members Contest?
Public servants and ward members are eligible to contest for a seat in the National Parliament as 
long as they meet the candidate eligibility criteria. 

An intending candidate’s nomination cannot be rejected based on the sole ground he or she is a
public servant or ward member who has not resigned in accordance with administrative rules.
 
There are administrative consequences if a public servant fails to resign in compliance with the 
Public Services Management Act (e.g., no possibility of reinstatement if the candidate loses). 
However, failure to resign does not render him or her ineligible to contest for a seat in the National 
Parliament as long as he or she has all the qualifications and none of the disqualifications.

Nominations Permitted for One Electorate at a Time
A candidate can only nominate for one electorate at a time.

If a candidate wants to change the electorate they have nominated for, they can do so during the 
nomination period.

To do so they must withdraw a former nomination by submitting to the PRO or RO for the 
electorate Form 26 - Withdrawal by Candidate of Consent to Nomination. 

This must be done before submitting a second nomination for another electorate.
 Form 26 must be signed in the presence of the PRO or RO, or other persons authorised by the 
PNGEC to accept nominations. A copy of the signed form will be given to the candidate as proof 
of withdrawal. 

A nomination cannot be withdrawn after the nomination period has ended.

Where a second nomination is received without the first being withdrawn, the nomination received 
first is valid (s84, 87(3) and 94 of the Organic Law).
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Who Can Accept Nominations?
For the 2022 National Election, ROs and PROs will be appointed before the issue of the writs and 
the start of the nominations period. ROs and PROs can accept nominations 1.

PNGEC may also authorise other persons to accept nominations. If this happens, PNGEC will
issue Form 24 – Appointment of Person to Accept Nomination at Electoral Commission.

When Do Candidates Nominate?
Intending candidates can nominate after the issue of the writ. A writ will be issued at 4pm. 
Nominations will open at that time and will close seven (7) days later also at 4pm 2. Nominations 
cannot be accepted after the close of the nomination period and ROs and PROs must pay particular 
attention to this deadline.

Offices of ROs and PROs will be open from 8am to 4pm daily during the nomination period.
For the 2022 National Election the nomination period appears below: 

NOMINATION TIMELINE

ACTIVITY/EVENT DATE

Issue of Writs 4:00pm, Thursday, 12 May 2022

Nomination period opens 4:00pm, Thursday, 12 May 2022

Nomination period closes 4:00pm, Thursday, 19 May 2022

A Returning Officer and Provincial Returning Officer can accept nominations during the entire 
nomination period.

1 The Organic Law also notes that Assistant Returning Officers may accept nominations. However, as AROs will 
not be appointed before the issue of the writs, AROs will not be accepting nominations for the 2022 National
Election.
2 Nominations can be accepted on Sunday.

If PNGEC authorises other people to accept nominations via Form 24, they can accept 
nominations only up to 48 hours before the close of nominations. Therefore, nominations made 
after 4pm on the fifth day after nominations begin must be lodged with the RO or PRO.

 

With an “Authorised Person” for the 2022 National Election, or
By a non-enrolled intending candidate
It must be submitted according to the timetable on the following page (page 7).

If given to  RO or PRO Nominations accepted for the entire nomination period specified in 
the writ 
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How Do Candidates Nominate?
Intending candidates must submit the following:

Form 29 – Candidate Information. This form captures the personal particulars of 
candidates and should be provided to the PNGEC prior to the nomination period, 
but can also be provided at the time Form 23 is submitted during the nomination period.

Form 23 – Nomination of Candidate for Election as Member of National Parliament.
This is the nomination form.

Official receipt of payment of nomination fee – The official original receipt must be 
provided as evidence that the Nomination fee has been paid (See ‘Nomination Fee’ section 
for more information).

4 x Candidate photos – 4 quality passport size photos, with a plain background, endorsed on 
the back with the candidate’s name and party affiliation (if endorsed by a political party).
Failure to supply a photograph is not a ground for rejecting the nomination but it means that
a photo of the candidate will not appear on the Candidate Poster for the National Election.

Form 30 – Political Party Information. This form is required if the candidate is endorsed by a 
political party.

Candidates must bring one witness when completing the nomination process. An appropriate 
witness is a person who knows the person nominating.

Where Do Candidates Nominate?
Nominations for the 2022 National Election can be made in person either to:

      The office of the PRO for the electorate for which the election is to be held (provincial seat). 
      The office of the RO for the electorate for which the election is to be held (open seat).
 
The Electoral Commissioner may authorise additional people in some circumstances
 (s86 of The Organic Law) via Form 24.
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 13th May 14th May 15th May 16th May
By 4:00pm From 4:00pm 

12th May 17th May



COVID-19
Intending candidates, and their supporters, must follow the COVID-19 Niupela Pasin protocols 
that are in effect at the time of nominations. All intending candidates, and their supporters, must 
adhere to orders under the National Pandemic Act. The Royal Papua New Guinea Constabulary 
(RPNGC) is responsible for the provision of policing services throughout PNG, including the 
provision of election security. The RPNGC is also responsible for enforcing compliance with 
COVID-19 Orders. 

What is the Nomination Fee?
National Election  Nomination Fee K1,000 

What Proof of Payment is Required?
The official original receipt of payment of the nomination fee must be attached to Form 23. 

What is the Payment Method?
The nomination fee must be paid via cash or banker’s cheque to a Bank of the South Pacific 
(BSP) branch.

      Account name: PNGEC Trust Account
      Account number: 1000 489 658

Check the receipt shows:
      Date of payment
      Full name of candidate
      Name of the electorate being contested
      Amount paid (in words and figures).

Copy of the Official Election Nomination Form Receipt (FF132)

Sample
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Cash payments or cheques cannot be accepted. Intending candidates should visit a BSP 
Branch to pay their nomination fee and then supply the official original receipt as proof of 
payment. 

What is the Process for Refunds?
Nomination fees can only be refunded in the following circumstances:

Candidate death before the end of the polling period. The nomination fee is to be returned to
the candidate’s legal representative. This only applies to nominations for National Elections 
(s95 and  s281 of the Organic Law). 

Withdrawal of nomination. The nomination fee can be refunded if the candidate presents 
Form  26 - Withdrawal by Candidate of Consent to Nominate, duly signed by the RO or 
PRO. Note that this can only be done if Form 26 was submitted before the end of the 
nomination period.

Rejection of nomination.

The nomination fee paid by or on behalf of a candidate is non-refundable, 
unless the nomination is withdrawn before the close of nominations, 
a candidate dies before the end of the polling period, or a nomination is
rejected.
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Candidate Enrolment
The enrolment of the intending candidate will be checked at the time of nomination.
All intending candidates are encouraged to confirm their enrolment status before the start 
of the nomination period. 

Nominations have to be submitted earlier if you are not already enrolled. 
 

What if a Candidate is Enrolled in a Different Electorate?
If an intending candidate has nominated for an electorate that they are not currently enrolled in,
the PRO or RO for the electorate the candidate nominates for will place his/her name on the 
electoral roll, provided they meet the criteria for enrolment (under section 103 of the 
Constitution and section 64 of the Electoral Law) and the candidate qualification criteria, 
including that they: 

Have been born in the electorate for which they intend to nominate; or 
Have resided in the electorate for a continuous period of two years immediately 
preceding their nomination; or 
Have resided in the electorate for a period of five years at any time. 

In addition, their name will be removed from the Roll for the electorate of their previous
enrolment.
  
The intending candidate does not need to be enrolled in the electorate at the time of submitting
their nomination. However, they must meet the enrolment eligibility criteria so that they can be 
placed on the electoral roll for the electorate they have nominated for.
 
Where a candidate has nominated for an electorate where they are not currently enrolled, and 
they meet the enrolment criteria listed above, the intending candidate will be requested to 
complete Form 11 Claim for Enrolment in order to process a transfer of their enrolment.
 
The transfer of enrolment will only take place if the candidate is entitled to nominate and the 
nomination is accepted by the RO. The transfer of enrolment will be reversed if the nomination 
is withdrawn, they fail to be elected, or they cease to be a Member after being elected.
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What if a Candidate is Not Enrolled?
A non-enrolled intending candidate must nominate with the RO or PRO for the relevant 
electorate within five (5) days after the start of the nomination period.
 
For the 2022 National Election, nominations from intending candidates not currently enrolled 
must be submitted according to the timetable below.

The nominating candidate will be requested to complete Form 11 Claim for Enrolment to 
process their new enrolment. 

Party Endorsement 
Intending candidates who are endorsed by a political party must ensure the “Political Party 
Endorsement” section of Form 23 is completed, which includes signature by the Public Officer 
of the political party endorsing the candidate.

Any intending candidate who is endorsed by a party must also submit Form 30 – Political Party 
Information. Form 30 can be submitted before the nomination period or at the time the intending 
candidate submits Form 23 during the nomination period.
 
Candidates who are not endorsed by a party will be listed as “Independent” on the candidate poster. 

A photo of the party leader may appear on the candidate poster alongside the affiliated candidate. 
The party leader’s photo is provided by the party to PNGEC headquarters.

For any further information on party registration rules and responsibilities see the Integrity of 
Political Parties and Candidate’s Commission, the Organic Law on the Integrity of Political Parties 
and Candidates 2003 and the Organic Law on National and Local-level Government Elections 1997 
(as amended in 2012).
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Acceptance of Nomination
If a nomination substantially complies with the law, the RO or PRO will accept the
nomination and add the candidate’s details to Form 42 – Declaration of Nominations.

Referral of Nomination to Electoral Commissioner
A nomination must be substantially compliant with the law. If a nomination does not appear 
substantially compliant, the RO or PRO will refer it to the Electoral Commissioner for 
consideration and decision.

Withdrawal of Nominations 

If given to RO or PRO The withdrawal can be accepted until 4pm on the day of 
the Close of Nominations.

If given to other 
authorised person

The withdrawal can be accepted until 4pm on the day 
before the Close of Nominations (that is, 24 hours before

 the end of the nomination period).

A candidate who withdraws their nomination before the Close of Nominations is entitled to a 
refund of the nomination fee (s94(1) of the Organic Law). 

A copy of the signed Form 26 - Withdrawal of Nomination is provided to the nominee by the 
RO or PRO so they can take this to the Bank of the South Pacific (BSP) branch where payment 
was made to receive back their nomination fee.

A nomination cannot be withdrawn after the nomination period has closed (s94(2a) of the 
Organic Law)

A candidate can withdraw their nomination by submitting Form 26 - Withdrawal by Candidate 
of Consent to Nominate, before the nomination closing time

The withdrawal of nomination must be signed in the presence of the RO or PRO, or other 
person authorised by the Electoral Commissioner to accept nominations.

A copy of the signed form must be given to the candidate as a proof of withdrawal to receive 
back their nomination fee. 
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What Happens if More Than One Nomination 
is Received?
After nominations are declared, where there is more than one nomination received, the RO 
or PRO will conduct the draw for positions of names on the candidate poster.

Image of candidate draw for elections.

Declaration of Nominations
Before the close of nominations, the RO or PRO will inform the public and candidates of the date, 
time and place for the declaration of nominations.
 
At the close of nominations, the RO or PRO (s93 of the Organic Law) will:

    (a) Publicly produce all nomination papers and electronic advices of nominations received; and

    (b) Declare the names, address and occupation of all candidates nominated, using Form 42 – 
         Declaration of Nominations.

What Happens if Only One Nomination is Received?
If only one nomination is received, the candidate is automatically elected unopposed as the Member 
for that electorate. If this occurs, the RO or PRO will publicly declare the nomination at the 
close of nominations using Form 46 – Public Notice – Uncontested Election.
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Candidate Poster
After the declaration of nominations, a Candidate Poster will be produced for each election.
 
The Candidate poster is displayed at a polling booth to assist the voter in identifying candidates 
for completing their ballot paper (s125 of the Organic Law).

The candidate poster contains:

(a) The name of the electorate;
(b) The name of the election;
(c) The names of all candidates contesting the election, set out in the order determined by the 
      candidate draw;
(d) A candidate identification number beside each candidate’s name, and a photograph of that 
      candidate if supplied;
(e) In respect of a candidate endorsed by a registered political party:
     (i) The name of the political party; 
     (ii) The name of the political party leader; 
     (iii) The photograph of the political party leader;
(f) In respect of a candidate who is not endorsed by a registered political party, the word 
      “Independent”.

Sample Candidate Poster
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How is the Candidate Poster Order of Draw Conducted?
After the declaration of nominations and after the close of nominations, the RO or PRO conducts 
the draw for positions on the candidate poster.

To conduct the draw, the RO or PRO invites candidates and the public to attend the place of 
nomination, that is, their office. The RO or PRO also invites an officer or unaffiliated person from 
the community to assist in the draw. During the draw, the names of all candidates are placed into a 
ballot box and drawn in the presence of these witnesses.

The candidate whose name is drawn out first will have their name placed at the top left of the
candidate poster, and they will be allocated the number ‘10’. This will be followed by the second, 
third and so on until the order of all names is determined.
 

Do I Get a Copy of the Candidate Poster?
Once candidate posters have been printed, each candidate will be provided copies of the 
candidate poster for the electorate they are contesting. The quantity will be determined by the 
Electoral Commission. There is a lead time for printing and dispatch; however, copies of 
candidate posters will be provided before polling starts.

Can I Request Additional Candidate Posters?
Candidates may apply to the RO, ARO or PRO for additional supply of the candidate poster 
at their own expense using Form 31 – Request for Authorisation to Print Candidate Poster.
If approved, the printing can only be done by printers authorised by the PNGEC.
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Nomination Checklist for Intending Candidates 
Confirm eligibility to nominate.

Ensure you are not disqualified for any reason.

Confirm your enrolment status before or at the time of nomination. 

Nominate after the issue of the writ within nomination period – take note 
of the different times that may apply.  
Complete and lodge Form 29 – Candidate Information.

Pay the nomination fee of K1000 via BSP

Complete and lodge Form 23 – Nomination of Candidate for Election 
as Member of National Parliament. 
Provide official original receipt as evidence that the Nomination fee has 
been paid. 

Complete and lodge Form 30 – Political Party Information if you are 
endorsed by a political party.

 

Bring one witness with you when completing the nomination process.
An appropriate witness is a person who knows the person nominating. 

 

Attend the declaration of nominations.

Attend the candidate poster order of draw.
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Supply 4 quality passport size photos, with a plain background, endorsed 
on the back with the candidate’s name and party affiliation (if endorsed by 
a political party). 



Quick Reference Guide for Intending Candidates 
Topic Information 

NOMINATION 
PERIOD

• From 4:00pm on 12th May 2022 to 4:00pm on 19th May 2022

HOW TO 
NOMINATE

• Submit Forms:  
o 23 – Nomination of Candidate for Election as Member of 

National Parliament  
o 29 – Candidate Information  
o If endorsed by a political party, also submit Form 30 – Political 

Party Information  
• Submit original receipt for payment of nomination fee  
• Submit  four (4) high quality passport photos with plain background

WHERE TO 
NOMINATE

• Office of the Provincial Returning Officer  
• Office of the Returning Officer

AUTHORISED 
OFFICERS

• Provincial Returning Officer  
• Returning Officer  
• Any other officer duly authorised by the Electoral Commissioner via 

Form 24

WHEN TO 
NOMINATE

• After 4:00pm on 12th May 2022 to 4:00pm on 19th May 2022 
• Offices will be open to accept nominations daily between 8am and 

4pm  
• Earlier deadlines apply if lodging nomination via an “Authorised 

Person” or if the intending candidate is not enrolled

QUALIFICATIONS 
FOR NOMINATION

• Must have the right to vote or run as a candidate under the 
Constitution  

• Must be a citizen of Papua New Guinea  
• Must be 25 years of age or over on the date of nomination  
• Must be born in, or have resided in the electorate, for a period of two 

years consecutively, or for five years at any time  
• Must pay a nomination fee of K1,000  
• Must not hold dual citizenship  
• Must not be of unsound mind  
• Must not be under sentence of death or imprisonment for more than 

nine months  
• Must not have been convicted under any law of an indictable offence 

after 25th June 2002  
• Must not be insolvent  
• Must not be disqualified under the Constitution  
• Should not have a conviction under the Law or Regulations where 

the penalty includes ineligibility to hold elective office  

•

Should not have dismissal from office under leadership code

 

•

• Should not have a submitted a nomination for another electorate and 
that nomination has not been withdrawn
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Should not have been convicted in the previous 3 years of a prescribed 
offence relating to elections



CANDIDATE 
ENROLMENT

• If a person who is entitled to do so has nominated for an electorate 
that they are not currently enrolled in, the PRO or RO for the 
electorate the candidate nominates for will place his/her name on 
the Roll provided they meet the criteria for enrolment (under section 
103 of the Constitution and section 64 of the Electoral Law)  

• To meet the criteria an intending candidate must: have been born in 
the electorate for which they intend to nominate; or have resided in 
the electorate for a continuous period of two years immediately 
preceding their nomination; or for a period of five years at any time.  

• In addition, their name will be removed from the roll for the 
electorate of their previous enrolment.  

MORE THAN ONE 
NOMINATION

• Is not permitted.  
• No person is qualified for nomination if already nominated for 

another electorate and the earlier nomination has not been 
withdrawn

NOMINATION  FEE • PGK 1,000 per candidate nomination

HOW TO PAY • Via Bank of South Pacific (BSP)  
• Account name: PNGEC Trust Account  
• Account number: 1000 489 658

EVIDENCE OF 
PAYMENT

• Original receipt must be submitted at the time of nomination

REFUNDS • Non-refundable unless: the nomination is withdrawn before the close 
of nominations, a candidate dies before the end of the polling period, 
or a nomination is rejected.

WITHDRAWAL OF 
NOMINATIONS

• A candidate can request their nomination to be withdrawn before the 
close of the nomination period by submitting to PRO or RO for the 
electorate Form 26 - Withdrawal by Candidate of Consent to 
Nominate (section 94 of the Electoral Law and Section 48 of the 
National Elections Regulation (2007)  

• Form 26 must be signed in the presence of the PRO or RO, or other 
person authorised via Form 24.  

• A copy of the signed form will be given to candidate as proof of 
withdrawal for refund of nomination fee.  

• Nominations cannot be withdrawn after the nomination period has 
ended.

DECLARATION OF 
NOMINATIONS

• Before close of nominations, PRO and RO will announce the date, 
time and place for the declaration of nominations  

• At 4:00pm on 19th of May 2022, PRO or ARO will:  
o Publicly produce all nomination papers submitted  
o Declare the names, addresses, and occupations of all 

nominated candidates on Form 42 – Declaration of Nominations

UNCONTESTED 
ELECTION

• If only one candidate nominated, the PRO or RO will declare the 
candidate duly elected via Form 46 – Uncontested Election
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CONTESTED 
ELECTION AND 
ORDER OF 
CANDIDATE 
LISTING

• If more than one candidate nominated, the PRO or RO will conduct 
the order of draw for the candidate poster after the close of 
nominations (section 59 National Elections Regulation 2007)  
o Name of each candidate for electorate is written of a piece of 

paper and placed in separate plain envelopes  
o Envelopes are deposited in sealed ballot box  
o Ballot box is shaken and rotated by PRO, RO or any other 

person  
o Ballot box is opened and PRO or RO removes envelopes and 

open the envelopes one by one  
o Candidate whose name is withdrawn first shall be placed first on 

the candidate listing and the second will be second and so on 
until the placing of all candidate names has been determined  

o PRO or RO completes Form 47 – Names of Candidates for 
Contested Election

NOMINATION 
FORMS

• Form 23: Nomination of Candidate for Election as Member of 
National Parliament  

• Form 24: Appointment of Person to Accept Nomination at Electoral 
Commission  

• Form 26: Withdrawal by Candidate of Consent to Nomination  
• Form 28: Candidate Poster  
• Form 29: Candidate Information  
• Form 30: Political Party Information  
• Form 31: Request for Authorisation to Print Candidate Poster  
• Form 32: Approval to Print Candidate Poster  
• Form 42: Declaration of Nominations  
• Form 46: Uncontested Election  
• Form 47: Names of Candidates for Contested Election

INDICATIVE
ELECTION DATES

• Issue of Writs and Nominations Open: 4:00pm Thursday 12th May
2022  

• Nominations Close: 4:00pm Thursday 19th May 2022  
• Polling Starts: Saturday 9th  July 2022  
• Polling Ends: Friday 22nd  July 2022  
•  

 
Return of Writs: On or before Friday 29th  July 2022 at 4:00pm
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Key Definitions

WRIT • An order issued by the Head of State to the Electoral Commission 
directing the Electoral Commissioner to conduct an election, in 
compliance with the Organic Law on National and Local-level 
Government Elections and the Electoral Regulations

ISSUE OF WRIT • The process by which the Head of State, acting with and in 
accordance with, the advice of the Electoral Commission, issues the 
writ for a general election of members of the National Parliament in 
accordance with the Constitution.

RETURN OF WRIT • The process by which the RO, after the result of an election has 
been ascertained, returns the writ through the Electoral 
Commissioner to the Head of State, who in turn forwards all the writs 
to the Speaker of the Parliament.
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For more informaiton:
Contact the PNGEC on:
Phone: 303 5559
Fax: 325 7418
Email: info@pngec.gov.pg  
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