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PRESS STATEMENT

The Electoral Commission by way of publication in the National Gazette on 06 May 2022 appointed Mr
Willie Ropa as the Returning Officer for the Hagen Open Electorate. However, there was another Gazette
with the same description that had Mr. Amos Noifa's name as the Returning Officer. The member for
Hagen Open Hon. William Duma on the basis of these two different appointments filed Court proceeding
in the National Court where he sought for Mr. Amos Noifa to be declared by the Court as the Returning
Officer for Mt. Hagen Open Electorate.

On 12 May 2022, the National Court granted an application by Hon. William Duma where interim
restraining orders were made restraining myself and Mr. Willie Ropa from interfering with Mr. Amos Noifa
in the performance of his functions as the Returning Officer for Mt. Hagen Open Electorate.

| have filed an appeal against the grant of the restraining orders in the Supreme Court. Pending
determination of the appeal, | filed an application to stay the restraining Orders granted by the National
Court and I would like to advise the public, intending candidates and stakeholders in Mt. Hagen that this
morning at around 9:00 am, the Supreme Court granted the stay application and made an order staying
the restraining orders of 12 May 2022 granted by the National Court — which in effect authorized Mr Amos
Noifa to act as the Returning Officer for the Mt. Hagen Electorate. A consequential order was also made
for Mr. Noifa to return all the nominations already made to him, to the duly appointed Returning Officer,
Willie Ropa before 4:00 pm this afternoon.

For clarification to the general public, the issue of who is the legally appointed Returning Officer for the
Hagen Open Electorate still remains in Court. However, in the interim and in the interest of justice, the
Supreme Court has stayed the National Court orders and the proceeding, the net effect of which is that
Mr Willie Ropa remains the duly appointed returning officer for Hagen Open Electorate, as per his
appointment. Amos Noifa has also been instructed to return all nominations to Mr. Willie Ropa, as directed
by the Court.

| appeal to the people of Westem Highlands and Mt. Hagen to remain calm respect the processes in
place as my office is doing its best to ensure that the elections for the Mt. Hagen Open are conducted
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